DEATH IN IMPERIAL TIMES

This paper deals with tombstone inscriptions from the region of Thessaly in the imperial times. It aims at studing death as a demographic fact and a social experience and at the same time it intends to estimate the value of the specific source. 

In the first part, after a brief referance to the political and administrative structure of this region, we examine the changes which are observed on tombstones of that period and the typical expressions which are noticed in the funeral inscriptions.  

In the second and main part of our study we examine some essential demographic parameters, such as: the sex of the recorded people in these epitaphs, the geographic origin, the social status, the relationship of dedicators and deceaded, the causes of death, the recording of age, and wider issues such as: the social views on the roles of the sexes, the beliefs about death , the romanization of the society.

In sum, we conclude that the tombstone inscriptions can be proved the most valuable avaliable source for the historical demographer of antiquity, if some qualifications are taken into account. So, we ascertain that the inscriptions we have examined have to do with an urban, relatively prosperous but variegated social stratum which desires to dedicate to the deceaded a funeral monument like this.As far as the demographical data are concerned, the epitaphs are rather silent. The cause of death is mentioned either in the case of a “nice death” or in the case of a sudden and untimely death. In addition, the age of the deceaded is rarely recorded In most cases an untimely death causes such a mention. On the other side, the epitaphs can contribute greatly to a better comprehension of family relationships, social structure, and mentalities. 

Consequently, the inscriptions do not reveal whatever the historical demographer would like to know. They simply demostrate what was considered worthy of mention in such a case. For the inscriptions used to satisfy social or psychological needs of the participers in a funeral ceremony 
