The Alexandros Papadiamantis’ shorts stories of Skiathos: the social stratification, the move from the Castle to the seaside town , the urbanization of the local society.
For the historical demographer litterature can be proved an excellent additional source. Although it does not offer statistical data, it can contribute to a deeper comprehension of a demographical phenomenon, as it pays attention on details, it focuses on the special caracteristics, it emphasizes the contribution of the human factor in history.

From this point of view, this paper deals with the Papadiamantis’ short stories of Skiathos in order to study the structures and the development of the local society in the second half of 19th century. Our main attempt consists in classifying the people’s occupations We study separately the seamen, the rural area , the middle stratums of the town, the tradespeople and the artisans. Other issues such as emmigration, usury, woman’s social status are also treated.

We conclude that Skiathos follows the same course of development as the other nautical aegaen islands. Through the Work of Papadiamantis appears the image of a society in proccess. The traditional structures, which are still very strong, have just been starting to be tottered by rising stratums, which are the vehicles of an urban modernisation. The move from the Castle towards the seaside town is also a precondition and at the same time a sign of such a proccess.

