Demographic evidence from the 1915 Electoral Lists of Lefkas


This project refers to the study of the Electoral Lists of Lefkas and Meganisi of the year 1915. The Electoral Lists are official documents, trustworthy and precise, as for their completion many stages of correction, revision and final registration are necessary.


First the administrational division of the municipalities and their settlements are listed, as given by the Revised Electoral Lists.


The male population of each community is registered (because at that time only men had the right to vote) separately and all Lefkas together. For Meganisi there are no separate lists as it belongs to Lefkas and the details are included. The communities with the higher population are also shown. 


The total number of the voters at the Elections of the 31st of May 1915 is also given and an effort is made to determine the entire population of the island, as there are no details of a census for that time.



Having a look at the surnames of the island’s families and comparing them to those of nowadays, a first approach to the genealogical configuration of the population is attempted. A double-check also allows to determine the time period family surnames survive as well as any changes in the way they are written now.


Furthermore, the ages of all voters according to the age pyramid are determined and a distinction is made between active and non-active male population.


Population is viewed in respect of permanent residents, emigrants to abroad, immigrants to other areas of the country, and specific groups can be distinguished (such as army deserters, draft dodgers, prisoners and persons deprived of the legal rights).


Emigration from Lefkas abroad is shown in the Electoral Lists with precision. The number, age and occupation of the emigrants, as well aw their places of origin on the island and the places of their destination overseas are registrered in detail.


The same study also approaches internal migration, i.e. migration of people from Lefkas to other areas of Greece. Their number is determined and the immigrants are classified according to their age and occupation. All families of this population category are determined by name and specific details of the course of their emigration from the Communities of Lefkas to the towns or villages of the Greek mainland emigrational movement are given.

