«The parish of St. Anargyri church in Lefkimmi, Corfu through its Marital Church Book (1887-1938) »

This work’s goal is to describe the historic evolution of a population specimen, under the perspective of demographic analysis of a specific population parameter: the nuptiality research. In other words, this present work’s object is to extract the marital demographic profile of a specific population team, clearly located in place and time, a parish in a village at the area of Lefkimmi in Corfu Island, between years 1887-1938.

Moreover, this work aims to imprint the marital behaviour of this parish and the effect of marriage institution on its people, in order to bring out specific demographic conclusions concerning their marital attitude.
The method followed was based on the accurate transfer of the church marriage book archive to Excel logistic program and the statistic processing of the elements extracted. Specific demographic elements referring individually to persons who got involved in each marriage process arose.

 Analysis’s structure is based on four chapters and ends up to the general conclusions arisen. More specifically, chapter 1 introduces the place and people of Lefkimmi, the study area, in terms of place geography, administrative organization, financial structure, social life and historical frame of the era. Chapter 2 introduces the bearer of the material, the parish’s priests and the language of marriage text, whilst chapter 3 analyses the two different forms of this text as appeared in church’s Marriage Book. Chapter 4 contains the main statistic procession of data extracted by archive source and the attempt of a commentation on them. Analysis includes among else study of specific parameters, demographical indicators and factors relative to a marital search, such as sex and number of marriages, marriage age and sex differences, seasonal and monthly rate of weddings, measurement of endogamy and nativity at parish’s area, name-giving attitudes and education standards in this parish, as they all resulted by the archive source.

 At the end, all the particular conclusions derived by the statistic processing are gathered together so as to end up to a final and total conclusion on the population studied. The last part of this work provides the church marriage book archive as a supplement.
