Α Historic Demographic Study on the Electoral Population of Lefcada at the Beginning of the 20th century
This particular thesis is a study of the Electoral Lists of Lefkas and Meganisi during the year 1915. The Electoral Lists come from the Corfu Archives and they constitute official, public governmental documents, reliable and precise, their process of syntax passing through enough stages of revision before final registration. 

This project is trying through the apposition of quantitative data to present a study of the electoral population of Lefkas constitutionally, economically, socially, culturally, migratory. The way the electoral list has been processed constitutes a success and an utilisation of the archival material through historical and demographical applications. 

The study is based on the supposition that an electoral list that has concrete categorized information, can be used potentially as a tool of estimate not only of the electoral population, but the total of the population, as a genealogical and onomatological (terminological) guide, as an age-related and professional indicator of the economically active population and as a migratory map of both external and internal emigrational movement. 

Initially we lay out the administrative division of municipalities, communities and their settlements as it is provided to by the revised electoral lists. Attempted here is the population assessment of the whole island, because the census facts do not exist for this period and because we do not know the female and juvenile population of the island (in the electoral lists only men over 20 years are recorded, because only they had the right to vote in 1915). We continue the analysis of the island economy through the professions of the economically active population. They are divided through their profession in different categories per sector in order to interpret the social and economical happenings of the time. 

Also we determine the age identity of all the electors in the pyramid of ages and their age-related distribution in active and non-active male population. A study is made of the population and it’s divided between permanent residents, emigrants abroad and emigrants to the rest of Greece and some special categories of people (deserters – draft evaders – convicts – prisoners and those that had been deprived of their civil rights). 

The migratory movement of the Lefkadites abroad is recorded in the electoral lists with precision. Recorded is the size of the transatlantic emigration, its characteristics, the reasons and the results. Analysed is the age-related classification and their professional activity. 

We observe the emigrants course from their places of origin, that is to say the island’s communities, to their places of destination, the overseas countries, with detailed mention to the names of the families that emigrate. With the same level of analysis we approach also the internal emigration, that is to say the migratory movement of the Lefkadites toward the rest of Greece. Defined in the lists is the size of the movement, its characteristics, the reasons and its results. The internal emigrants are classified through age and their professional activity is analysed. In this category of population specified all the denominatives of the families that emigrate. 

Furthermore the characteristics of this migratory movement are determined and we watch its course from the communities of Lefkas towards various cities or villages of Greece. In the end we estimate the total of the migratory movement of the island during 1915 and the special categories of electors are examined. 

Studying the surnames of all the families of the island and cross-referencing them with today’s surnames, we have an early genealogical approach of that particular population.  With this cross – reference we can observe the percentage survival of the family names and their modified or not current writing through the registers of the island. 

Finally we analyse the nominal behaviour of the residents through a generational study of the given names of the electors and their parents (beginning of the 19th century through the beginning of the 20th century). Underlined are the categories of name origins, the extend (16.767 registers) and their vocalisation, the segregation between one or two given names, as we study their course through one century. 

